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MINUTES FOR THE MARCH 20th , 2002 GENERAL MEETING

Officer Reports:

President:

· Proposed and approved the following by-law changes:

1. Elections have to be held by the 1st meeting of the year.  Notice can now be given 20-days prior to the 1st meeting of the year via e-mail.

2. Notice of nominations for Officers is 30-days prior to the 1st meeting of the year.  Notice can now be given 20-days prior to the 1st meeting of the year via e-mail.

· Held a vote for Officers of the Chapter.

Treasurer:

· Proposed the 2002 budget – Approved.

· Proposed that voting members must be a paid member – Approved.

· The immediate past President is to be an advisor to the Chapter – Approved.

· Administrative meetings may be held annually – Approved.

Membership:  Develop and distribute a mailing pamphlet to recruit new members – Approved.

Discussions:

· Dave Matthews gave a regulatory update regarding USEPA’s cross media electronic reporting (see below).

· Presentation given by UTRS, Inc. regarding the PT2/ET2 Grant Program made available by the PADEP.  The program is to enable a facility to obtain an assessment of pollution prevention and energy efficiency opportunities.  For more information on this topic, please contact Karen Stallone or Donna Switzer at 856-667-6770.

· If you proctor a CHMM exam, you get 1 credit towards your ACHMM annual certification renewal.

IS YOUR WASTE CONSIDERED “IGNITABLE” BY EPA vs DOT1

People asked, did we really mean what we said about EPA's ignitability characteristic?  Can wastes that are ignitable really get out of being hazardous waste just by being absorbed?  Are there no test methods given for oxidizers?  The answer to all of the above: yes, really.

An article discussing the EPA's hazardous waste characteristic of ignitability appeared in Volume 2, Issue 5 of NewsInfo Links. Readers responded, asking for clarification of some of the issues raised.

In discussing "What Ignitability Is," we stated that EPA's definition of ignitability includes "oxidizers" but the definition does not provide a test method for determining whether a waste is an oxidizer.  A reader correctly pointed out that current Department of Transportation regulations do include methods developed by the United Nations for classifying materials as oxidizers.  These regulations are found in 49 CFR 173.127. 

However, as was mentioned in the original article, EPA's definition of ignitability includes materials that meet DOT's old definition of oxidizer, once found at 49 CFR 173.151, which made no mention of any test methods.  DOT made massive changes to its regulations under the "HM-181" rulemaking of December 21, 1990.  As a result, the definition of "oxidizer" not only moved to a new location, but was also rewritten to include references to UN test methods.

EPA has stated that it has not yet determined whether to modify its ignitability definition to include DOT's "new" oxidizer definition, and that the Agency's intent is to continue to refer to the old rule.  Therefore, there are no test methods incorporated into EPA's rules for making this determination.  However, the methods referenced in DOT's "new" rules may certainly prove helpful if you're not sure whether you should classify your waste as ignitable due to being an oxidizer.

Absorbed Ignitable Liquids

The article in Volume 2, Issue 5 gave an example in which isopropyl alcohol was spilled and subsequently absorbed, concluding that the contaminated absorbent would probably not be ignitable.  A reader suggested that the material would be regulated as hazardous waste anyway because it was hazardous waste at the point of generation.

As a general rule, wastes that are hazardous do remain subject to regulation as hazardous waste through treatment and disposal.  However, 40 CFR 261.3(d) provides that wastes that are only hazardous due to a characteristic (not listed) cease to be hazardous waste when they no longer exhibit any characteristic.

In our example, the isopropyl alcohol became a waste at the moment it left the container and was destined for disposal (for more discussion of this concept, see 50 FR 13460 and 13517, April 4, 1985, and 51 FR 34539–40, Sept. 29, 1986).  That was the point of generation of the waste, and at that point, it was a liquid with a flash point less than 140° F.  This means that it was an ignitability characteristic hazardous waste when it was generated.  However, once absorbed, the material was no longer "liquid" as described in EPA interpretation and guidance (see sidebar, previous article).  Wastes that are non-liquid are ignitable if they are capable of "causing fire" through "friction, absorption of moisture or spontaneous chemical changes."  It is not likely that the absorbent material containing the absorbed isopropyl alcohol would spontaneously burst into flames.  Assuming that the above are true, the waste would no longer meet the definition of ignitability, and would no longer be hazardous waste.  However, it could still require treatment to satisfy land disposal restriction (LDR) treatment standards in 40 CFR 268.
--------------


 William Taggart, CET; Lion Technology

NATIONAL POISON EMERGENCY INFORMATION

A new National Poison Emergency Number was established on January 30, 2002.  This number is available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week FREE.  Post it near your phones.

(800) 222-1222 

To get a free packet of poison prevention publications, write to "Poison Prevention Packet," CPSC, Washington, DC 20207, or visit www.poisonprevention.org.
DG SHIPPERS – BEWARE OF THE ICAO REGULATIONS2

According to an article published by SKOLNIK News Network (www.skolnik.com), in late 2001 ICAO adopted a new marking requirement for packages that will be shipped by air called an “air eligibility” marking.  This will be incorporated into the 2003/2004 edition of the ICAO Technical Instructions.  This new requirement puts the responsibility solely on the shipper to ensure that the package is marked correctly and that it meets all of the applicable requirements for air transport (i.e. pressure differential tests, absorbent material requirements and closure requirements, etc.).  The marking is placed on single as well as combination packagings and overpacks that contain packages that are required to bear the air eligibility mark.  The 2003/2004 ICAO Technical Instructions take effect on January 1, 2003 but the mandatory compliance with this new regulations has been postponed until January 1, 2004.

--------------

2 Andrew Castle, Skolnik News Network; March 2002

THIRD GENERAL MEETING OF 2002

The Third Philadelphia Chapter Meeting will be on May 16th, 2002.  The meeting will be held at Campell’s Field baseball stadium in Camden, NJ.  The home team Camden Riversharks is playing the Pennsylvania Road Warriors.  We have reserved a spot in the third base picnic area.  The event will include beverages, hamburgers, hot dogs, chicken and the sort.  Attendees are welcome to bring their families and the cost is $23.00 for adults, $21.00 for children from ages 5 to 12 and free for children under 5.  If you plan to attend, please be sure to e-mail your attendance to warsheskit@jevic.com or fax it to 856-764-6758 to the attention of Tanya Warsheski.
Please assemble outside the main gate of the ballfield at 6:00 pm to receive your tickets.  Game time is 6:35pm.  Bring your glove!
DIRECTIONS TO CAMDEN/RIVERSHARKS STADIUM – (866-742-7579):

From Philadelphia
Cross the Ben Franklin Bridge. Stay to the right. Immediately past the toll booths, turn right onto the first city street that is 6th Street (if you miss the first, turn right onto the second street, Broadway). Either way, make the second right onto Cooper Street. Follow Cooper Street to Campbell's Field
From 676
Take Exit 5B (the last exit before the Ben Franklin Bridge). Take a left off the exit ramp (one way street) and follow it until you reach the big intersection that is Haddon Ave. (7th street). Take a left onto Haddon Ave. and then take a right onto Cooper Street (you may be directed down Market Street). Either way, follow Cooper Street or Market Street to Campbell's Field
From 30 - The Admiral Wilson Blvd
Take the last exit before the Ben Franklin Bridge—Camden Business District exit. Follow the road to the big intersection (the toll booths will be directly ahead). Take a left at the stoplight on to Haddon Ave. (7th street). Take a right onto Cooper Street (you may be directed down Market Street). Either way, follow Cooper Street or Market Street to Campbell's Field.

Meeting Dates for 2002:


March 20
May 16
September 18
November 12


INTERNET INFORMATION

www.epa.gov:  Environmental Protection Agency information/regulations

www.access.gpo.gov/nara/cfr/cfr-table-search.html:  Code of Federal Regulations

www.state.nj.us/dep/:  NJ regulations

www.pacode.com:  PA regulations

www.siri.uvm.edu/msds/:  MSDS archive (free)

www.hazmat.dot.gov/:  DOT Hazardous Materials

www.solidwaste.com:  Current issues and regulations regarding solid waste with links to numerous other waste and environmental sites.

Use this form to RSVP for the May 16th, 2002 General Meeting.  Please complete the form and either send it to PO Box 5157 – Delanco, NJ 08075, E-mail it to warsheskit@jevic.com OR fax it to Tanya Warsheski – Fax 856-764-6758.
NAME: __________________________________

SECTION 1


MEETING REGISTRATION
 I am interested in attending the May 16th, 2002 meeting.

 I am NOT interested in attending the May 16th, 2002 meeting.



SECTION 2
CHAPTER DUES
Enclosed is a check made payable to the Philadelphia Chapter - ACHMM for my 2002 Chapter Dues.

$30 Voting Member (CHMMs Only)
$40 Associate Member (non-CHMMs)



Philadelphia Chapter, ACHMM

PO Box 5157

Delanco, NJ 08075
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Officers:







Vice President – Joann Cortese

President – Dave Matthews
Secretary – Tanya Warsheski

Treasurer –Bob May
Immediate Past President – Donna Switzer
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